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3) In contract documentation for the Project, direct the contractor to avoid and protect the identified BHR and 
CHLs. 

4) Plan and locate storage and construction staging areas to avoid impacts to the identified BHR and CHLs. 

5) Should the study area be expanded, retain a qualified heritage consultant to identify the impacts of the 
proposed new work on known or potential BHRs and CHLs and recommend appropriate mitigation or 
conservation measures. 
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1) The property has design value or physical value because it is a rare, unique, representative or early example 
of a style, type, expression, material or construction method. 

2) The property has design value or physical value because it displays a high degree of craftsmanship or 
artistic merit. 

3) The property has design value or physical value because it demonstrates a high degree of technical or 
scientific achievement. 

4) The property has historical or associative value because it has direct associations with a theme, event, 
belief, person, activity, organization or institution that is significant to a community. 

5) The property has historical or associative value because it yields, or has the potential to yield, information 
that contributes to an understanding of a community or culture. 

6) The property has historical or associative value because it demonstrates or reflects the work or ideas of an 
architect, artist, builder, designer or theorist who is significant to a community. 

7) The property has contextual value because it is important in defining, maintaining or supporting the character 
of an area. 

8) The property has contextual value because it is physically, functionally, visually or historically linked to its 
surroundings. 

9) The property has contextual value because it is a landmark. O. Reg. 9/06, s. 1 (2). 

2.5 County of Wellington Official Plan  
Section 4.1.5 of the County of Wellington Official Plan (Wellington County 1999) provides a series of polices for 
the conservation of cultural heritage resources. Policies relevant to this Cultural Heritage Report include: 

a) Significant built heritage resources and significant cultural heritage landscapes shall be conserved. 
Conserved means the identification, protection, use and/or management of heritage and archeological 
resources in such a way that their heritage values, attributes and integrity are retained. This may be 
addressed through a conservation plan or heritage impact assessment in accordance with Section 4.6.7. 

b) The need for a Heritage Impact Assessment and/or Conservation plan will be based on the heritage 
attributes or reasons for which the resource is identified as significant, and will normally be identified in 
pre-consultation on development applications. 

f) The re-use of heritage buildings is often a valid means of ensuring their restoration, enhancement or 
future maintenance. Projects to re-use heritage buildings may be given favourable consideration if the 
overall results are to ensure the long term protection of a heritage resource and the project is compatible 
with surrounding land uses and represents an appropriate use of land. 

g) Where a property has been identified as a protected heritage property, development and site alteration 
may be permitted on adjacent lands where the proposed development and site alteration has been 
evaluated and it has been demonstrated that the heritage attributes of the protected heritage property will 
be conserved. Mitigative measures and/or alternative development approaches may be required in order 
to conserve the heritage attributes of the protected heritage property affected by the adjacent 
development or site alteration. 
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4.2.2.1 Historical Mapping Review  

Nineteenth and 20th-century mapping and 20th and 21st-century aerial photography was reviewed to understand 
the changing landscape and built environment within the cultural heritage study area. These maps and 
photographs were not the only visual sources consulted, but they best document change in the cultural heritage 
study area.  

The first available historical map is the Map of the County of Wellington, Canada West published by Guy Leslie 
and Charles J. Wheelock in 1861 (Figure 3, Appendix A). This map shows William Mitchell as the owner of the 
southwestern half of Lots 9 and 10, James Black as the owner of the northeastern half of Lot 10, and Harvy Cull 
as the owner of the northeastern half of Lot 11. There are no structures depicted on these lots, however a road 
somewhat matching the layout of what is now Wellington Road 19 crosses diagonally through Lot 10. Wellington 
Road 19 separates the SE Site from the NW Site in the study area. 

The map of Garafraxa Township included in the 1877 Illustrated Historical Atlas of Wellington County shows L. 
Mitchell as the owner of the southwestern half of Lot 9, R. Mitchell as the owner of the southwestern half of Lot 
10, J. Black as the owner of the northeastern half of Lot 10, and H. Cull as the owner of the northeastern half of 
Lot 11 (Walker and Miles 1877) (Figure 4, Appendix A). Several structures are depicted on this map, including 
those of J. Black and H. Cull in the study area. What is now Wellington Road 19 is still depicted on this map, and 
there is now the addition of the Credit Valley Railway (CVR), which passes through the southwestern half of Lots 
9 and 10 as well the northeastern half of Lot 10, through the SE Site of the study area. The CVR was incorporated 
in 1871 to construct a rail line between Toronto and Orangeville via Streetsville and the Credit River Valley. The 
CVR became operational in 1879, with the branch servicing Elora via Fergus passing through the study area 
opening in December of that year. In 1883, the CVR became part of the Ontario and Quebec Railway holdings 
along with the Toronto, Grey and Bruce Railway, all three of which were leased to, then amalgamated into the 
Canadian Pacific Railway in 1884 (Boles 2022). The Elora Branch was the least profitable component of the CVR, 
although it remained open for over a century, being rerouted out of the study area as a result of the construction 
of the Shand Dam and subsequent creation of Belwood Lake from 1938 to 1942 (Baine 2009). The Elora branch 
of the CVR was ultimately abandoned in 1987 (Boles 2022). The Grand River and Credit Valley Conservation 
Authorities acquired the right-of-way in 1993 and converted the former rail line into the Elora Cataract Trailway 
(Elora Cataract Trailway 2023). 

The Map of West Garafraxa Township from the 1906 Historical Atlas of the County of Wellington, Ontario 
indicates that, at this time, Robert Black owned the southwestern half of Lot 9 as well as the entirety of Lot 10, 
while William A. Dix owned the northeastern half of Lot 11 (Historical Atlas Publishing Company 1906) (Figure 5, 
Appendix A). Several structures are depicted within the study area along Wellington Road 19. The layout of 
Wellington Road 19 matches the current layout, and the Canadian Pacific Railway, formerly the CVR, still ran 
through the SE Site of the study area. A review of a Department of National Defence topographic map from 1939 
is not available for the entire study area, however the portion available indicates the presence of structures in the 
southwest corner of the NW Site, likely a farmstead, as well as another structure in the south edge of the centre of 
the NW Site, representing a different farmstead (Figure 7, Appendix A). It also illustrates the Canadian Pacific 
Railway line had been abandoned, the alignment of Wellington Road 19 had not changed, and that the study area 
was primarily agricultural. 

An aerial photograph from 1930 shows a similar condition to that depicted on the 1906 historical map, with the 
Canadian Pacific Railway running through the SE Site, an agricultural landscape with farmsteads fronting 
Wellington Road 19, and a large wood lot located southeast of Wellington Road 19 (Figure 6, Appendix A). By 
1990, aerial imagery indicates the Canadian Pacific Railway line had been abandoned and some golf course 
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Land uses adjacent to the Project study area include a wood lot and Irvine Creek to the north, agricultural 
properties to the east, south and west (Image 1 and Image 2), and a suburban residential subdivision and small 
lot cottages fronting Belwood Lake (the Grand River) to the southeast. The Elora-Cataract Trailway also travels 
adjacent to the southwest corner of the study area (Image 32). 

The images below illustrate the study area beginning in the west and moving clockwise. 

 
Image 1: View northwest on Second Line from 
Wellington Road 19 

 
Image 2: View southeast on Second Line from north 
extent of cultural heritage study area 

 
Image 3: View east on Wellington Road 19 from west 
side of study area 

 
Image 4: View west on Wellington Road 19 from east 
side of study area 
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Image 5: Panoramic view to Fergus South Golf Course looking north from centre of SE Site 

 
Image 6: Panoramic view to Fergus South Golf Course looking southeast from centre of SE Site, note 
clubhouse to south (right) 

 
Image 7: Panoramic view from Fergus South Golf Course looking west to Wellington Road 19 from centre of 
SE Site 

 
Image 8: View to Fergus South Clubhouse (8243 
Wellington Road 19) looking east from SE Site 

 
Image 9: View to access to Fergus South Golf Course 
looking east from Wellington Road 19 and NW Site 
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Image 15: Panoramic view northwest to Fergus Golf Club from north of barn on NW Site 

 
Image 16: Panoramic view northeast to Fergus Golf Club from centre of NW Site, note clubhouse to northeast 
(right) 

 
Image 17: View west to Fergus Golf Club entrance 
driveway from Wellington Road 19 (NW Site) 

 
Image 18: View west to Fergus Golf Club entrance 
and clubhouse from Wellington Road 19 
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Image 19: View southeast to Fergus Golf Club parking 
lot accessed from south side of entrance driveway 

 
Image 20: East elevation of Fergus Golf Club 
clubhouse (former farmhouse) on NW Site 

 
Image 21: West elevation of Fergus Golf Club 
clubhouse (former farmhouse) on NW Site 

 
Image 22: Covered patio structure located northeast 
of clubhouse, looking southeast 

 
Image 23: View of driveway at west side of clubhouse 
leading south to parking lot and north to greens 

 
Image 24: View of golf cart storage shed northwest of 
clubhouse, looking northwest 
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Image 25: Panoramic view of Fergus Golf Club looking northwest from clubhouse to greens (NW Site) 

 
Image 26: Representative view of Fergus Golf Club 
course (NW Site) 

 
Image 27: View of Fergus Golf Club greens, looking 
west from northeast corner of NW Site at Third Line 

 
Image 28: View of Fergus South Golf Course looking 
west from Wellington Road 19 and Third Line (SE Site) 

 
Image 29: View northwest on Third Line from 
Wellington Road 19 
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Table 3: Inventory of Built Heritage Resources and Cultural Heritage Landscapes 

BHR OR 
CHL # 

TYPE OF 
PROPERTY LOCATION HERITAGE 

RECOGNITION DESCRIPTION  PHOTOGRAPHS 

CHL-1 Farmstead 8345 Wellington 
Road 19 

Identified during 
field review 

Potential CHL: 
Historical research conducted for this 
Cultural Heritage Report determined a 
structure has been located on the 
property since as early as 1877 and 
appears to be situated in the same 
location as the extant farmhouse at 
8345 Wellington Road 19.   
The field investigation for the Project 
documented a Georgian Revival-style 
farmhouse, a large barn, and 
outbuildings. The property is now 
operating as a day camp. The two-
storey red brick residence with buff 
brick quoins is built to a rectangular 
plan with a hip roof, projecting eaves 
and one red brick chimney. The north 
elevation features a symmetrical 
façade with three segmentally arched 
window openings on the upper storey 
and two on the main storey flanking a 
central entrance with a transom. All of 
the window openings and the door are 
topped with decorative buff brick 
dripmoulds.   
The outbuildings on the property were 
not visible from the public right-of-way 
but a review of aerial imagery indicates 
the presence of a large barn to the 
southeast of the farmhouse and 
numerous small outbuildings to the 
east. 
The farmstead is setback from 
Wellington Road 19 on a relatively flat 
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BHR OR 
CHL # 

TYPE OF 
PROPERTY LOCATION HERITAGE 

RECOGNITION DESCRIPTION  PHOTOGRAPHS 

landscape flanked by agricultural fields 
to the north and south. The property is 
accessed by a long, straight, gravel 
driveway lined with trees. The former 
farm complex is heavily treed with 
mature coniferous and deciduous 
species, many intentionally planted in 
rows.  

CHL-2 Farmstead 8318 Wellington 
Road 19 

Identified during 
field review 

Potential CHL: 
Historical research conducted for this 
Cultural Heritage Report determined a 
structure has been located on the 
property since as early as 1877 and 
appears to be situated in the same 
location as the extant farmhouse at 
8318 Wellington Road 19.   
The field investigation for the Project 
documented a Gothic Revival cottage, 
a large barn, a concrete silo, and 
outbuildings. The one-and-a-half storey 
dichromatic brick residence features a 
band of decorative buff brick below the 
roofline and what appears to be 
quoins. The structure is built to a 
rectangular plan with a side gable roof, 
central cross gable, projecting eaves, 
and a chimney. The north elevation is 
obscured by vegetation and a single-
storey addition covering most of the 
façade, but a lancet window is visible in 
the central cross gable.   
The outbuildings on the property 
include a large barn with a gable roof 
and a silo to the west of the farmhouse 
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BHR OR 
CHL # 

TYPE OF 
PROPERTY LOCATION HERITAGE 

RECOGNITION DESCRIPTION  PHOTOGRAPHS 

and numerous small outbuildings to the 
north and east. 

The farmstead is setback from 
Wellington Road 19 on a relatively flat 
landscape surrounded by agricultural 
fields to the west, north and east. The 
property is accessed by a long, 
straight, gravel driveway lined with 
trees. Part of the property is heavily 
treed with overgrown vegetation, and 
the remainder under active cultivation. 
A row of mature trees line the property 
boundary at Wellington Road 19. 

CHL-3 
Farmstead 
(Harbodale 
Farms) 

6528 Third Line 

Non-designated 
property listed 
on the Township 
of Centre 
Wellington 
Heritage 
Register 

Historical research conducted for this 
Cultural Heritage Report determined 
the farmhouse at 6528 Third Line was 
built in 1880.   
The field investigation for the Project 
documented a Gothic Revival cottage, 
a complex of three large barns, and 
outbuildings. The one-and-a-half storey 
cut stone residence is built to a 
rectangular plan with a side gable roof, 
a central cross gable with lancet 
window and curvilinear vergeboard, 
projecting eaves, a chimney, and large 
cut stone quoins and voussoirs. The 
east façade is symmetrical. 
The outbuildings that comprise the 
farm complex (dairy farm) were not 
clearly visible from the public-right-way 
but a review of aerial imagery indicated 
the presence of three large barns with 
gable roofs and one outbuilding to the 
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BHR OR 
CHL # 

TYPE OF 
PROPERTY LOCATION HERITAGE 

RECOGNITION DESCRIPTION  PHOTOGRAPHS 

west of the farmhouse. Areas for 
manure storage and a holding pond 
are also present.  

The farmstead is setback from Third 
Line on a relatively flat landscape 
surrounded by agricultural fields to the 
north, south and west. The property is 
accessed by a straight gravel driveway 
lined with trees. The portion of the 
property with the building complex has 
maintained lawns and is heavily treed 
around its perimeter. The remainder of 
the property is under active cultivation.  

CHL-4 Farmstead 6607 Second 
Line 

Non-designated 
property listed 
on the Township 
of Centre 
Wellington 
Heritage 
Register 

Historical research conducted for this 
Cultural Heritage Report determined 
the farmhouse at 6607 Second Line 
was built in 1900.   
The field investigation for the Project 
identified the farmstead to be 
composed of a late Gothic Revival 
cottage and two recently constructed 
barns. The one-and-a-half storey buff 
brick residence is built to a rectangular 
plan with a side gable roof, a central 
gable peak with an arched window, 
projecting eaves, and a chimney. The 
west façade is symmetrical. 
The outbuildings on the property that 
comprise the farm complex include two 
contemporary barns with gable roofs 
located to the east of the farmhouse.  
The farmstead is significantly setback 
from Second Line on a rolling 
landscape surrounded by agricultural 
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BHR OR 
CHL # 

TYPE OF 
PROPERTY LOCATION HERITAGE 

RECOGNITION DESCRIPTION  PHOTOGRAPHS 

fields in all directions. The property is 
accessed by a long, straight, gravel 
driveway. The portion of the property 
that comprises the farm complex 
includes manicured lawns, a row of 
mature coniferous trees to the north of 
the farmhouse, and a fenced paddock 
on the south side of the property. The 
remainder of the lot is under active 
cultivation.  

CHL-5 Farmstead 6631 Second 
Line 

Identified during 
field review 

Potential CHL: 

The earliest map that shows a 
structure in a similar location as the 
extant farmhouse at 6631 Second Line 
dates to 1939. Earlier mapping 
indicates a structure on the property, 
but places it as fronting Second Line.  

The farmstead on the property was not 
visible from the public right-of-way due 
to mature tree cover. A review of aerial 
imagery indicates that there is a house, 
a garage and a barn. The property is 
setback considerably from Second 
Line, surrounded by agricultural fields 
to the north and west and Irvine Creek 
to the east and south. It is accessed by 
a long, curved, tree-lined, gravel 
driveway from Second Line. There 
appears to be a fenced paddock in the 
area north of the farmhouse. 

 
(Google Maps 2023) 
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BHR OR 
CHL # 

TYPE OF 
PROPERTY LOCATION HERITAGE 

RECOGNITION DESCRIPTION  PHOTOGRAPHS 

agricultural lands between Fergus and 
Belwood and the rerouting of the 
Canadian Pacific Railway. The creation 
of Belwood Lake led to its use as a 
summer resort, with beaches and 
cottages built along its banks.  
As the first conservation dam in 
Canada, the Shand Dam garnered 
national and international attention 
upon its construction and opening and 
represents a high degree of technical 
interest. 
The area has historical value for its 
association with the settlement of West 
Garafraxa Township in the nineteenth 
century. The village of Belwood 
(formerly Douglas) was established in 
the 1850s and continued to develop 
into the early twentieth century. The 
area is also associated with the 
construction of the Shand Dam, which 
is named after a local pioneer family, 
and creation of Belwood Lake and 
valued for its association the 
movement to conserve the Grand River 
watershed. The creation of the dam 
and reservoir was a major 
infrastructure construction project 
within Centre Wellington from 1939 to 
1942 in response to severe flooding 
and pollution. The area is also 
associated with the tourism and 
summer resort industry that arose at 
Belwood Lake following its creation in 
1942. Since that time, campgrounds 

 
(ASI et al. 2021:K-40) 
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BHR OR 
CHL # 

TYPE OF 
PROPERTY LOCATION HERITAGE 

RECOGNITION DESCRIPTION  PHOTOGRAPHS 

and several hundred cottages have 
arisen around the Lake. The shops and 
amenities in the village of Belwood 
support this industry.  

The re-routing of the railway over the 
Shand Dam contributes to an 
understanding of the importance of the 
C.P.R. railway to local communities, 
who fought to maintain the line and in 
particular to Beatty Brothers Ltd., who 
were the largest users of the line at the 
time (Templin 1992:33).  
The area is also associated with the 
work of engineering firm H.G. Acres & 
Co. of Niagara Falls who was the chief 
engineer in the construction of the 
Shand Dam. The firm was led by Henry 
Girdleston Acres, who pioneered 
hydroelectric power in Canada. Early 
notable projects include the Adam 
Beck Generating Station No. 1 (1921) 
in Niagara Falls and the Shipshaw 
Power Station (1943) on the Saguenay 
River, Arvida, Quebec. Now known as 
Acres International, the company is 
active today internationally and is 
mostly known for its work in hydro-
electric power generation (Ledger 
2000).  
The area has contextual value for its 
relationship to the Grand River, which 
is intertwined both physically and 
historically with this C.H.L. Belwood 
Lake helps to support and maintain the 
character of Centre Wellington, known 
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BHR OR 
CHL # 

TYPE OF 
PROPERTY LOCATION HERITAGE 

RECOGNITION DESCRIPTION  PHOTOGRAPHS 

for its recreational opportunities along 
the Grand River. The relationship 
between the village of Belwood and the 
Shand Dam is strengthened through 
the naming of Belwood Lake for the 
village. 

BHR-1 Residence 8282 Wellington 
Road 19 

Identified during 
field review 

Potential BHR: 

Historical research conducted for this 
Cultural Heritage Report determined a 
structure has been located on the 
property since as early as 1877 and 
appears to be situated in the same 
location as the extant farmhouse at 
8282 Wellington Road 19.   
The field investigation for the Project 
documented a one-and-a-half storey 
vernacular residence that was 
converted to a clubhouse for the 
Fergus Golf Club. It is built to a 
rectangular plan with an overhanging 
gable roof with decorative bargeboard 
in the gable peak, and a chimney. The 
building has been covered in vinyl 
siding, obscuring the original cladding. 
The south façade is asymmetrical with 
two segmentally-arched window 
openings with two-over-two windows 
with brick hoodmoulds and stone sills 
on the upper storey. The main floor has 
a contemporary entrance door beneath 
a pedimented portico, and a pair of 
narrow rectangular windows, which 
appear to be contemporary 
replacements. All of the windows 
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6.0 PRELIMINARY IMPACT ASSESSMENT  
6.1 Description of the Proposed Work 
Based on the findings of a servicing study, the Client is redeveloping the SE Site of the study area to provide 
single-detached, rural recreational-focused housing, assisting to satisfy the need and market demand for this 
housing type in the Township of Centre Wellington and the County of Wellington. The Client is required to identify 
and consider options to provide cost-effective and environmentally sound means of supplying a potable water 
supply and wastewater servicing. Alternatives examined as part of the EA Study have considered impacts on the 
natural, socio-cultural, technical and financial environment. The Project is being carried out in accordance with the 
planning and design process for Schedule C projects as outlined in the 2023 Municipal Class Environmental 
Assessment. The development plan for the Project is included in Appendix B: Figure 9. 

The preferred solution for water involves a new onsite communal Water Supply and Treatment System (see 
Figure 10, Appendix B). This alternative includes commissioning of new onsite wells, a raw water supply main, 
new onsite water treatment plant (WTP), reservoir and backup power, and a water distribution system via 
feedermain from the WTP. The preferred solution for wastewater involves a new communal WTP and discharge 
to existing irrigation ponds followed by beneficial reuse for golf course irrigation (see Figure 11, Appendix B). This 
alternative involves wastewater treated on-site and discharged to irrigation ponds within the NW Site. No off-site 
works are required. 

6.2 Assessment of Potential Impacts 
Table 4 considers the potential impacts of the Project on known or potential BHRs and CHLs located within or 
adjacent to the study area (Figure 8, Appendix A). 
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Table 4: Preliminary Impact Assessment and Recommended Mitigation Strategies 

BHR OR 
CHL # 

RESOURCE 
TYPE LOCATION HERITAGE 

RECOGNITION DISCUSSION OF IMPACTS PROPOSED MITIGATION 
MEASURES 

CHL-1 Farmstead 8345 Wellington 
Road 19 

Identified during 
field review 

As currently planned, the proposed works for 
the Project will be contained within the Project 
study area and will not encroach on the 
property at 8345 Wellington Road 19, which 
has been identified in this Cultural Heritage 
Report as a property of potential CHVI. A new 
housing development is proposed in the SE 
Site, and potable water supply and wastewater 
servicing is being contemplated in the NW 
Site. As such, no direct or indirect impacts to 
8345 Wellington Road 19 are anticipated as a 
result of the proposed undertaking. 

As the Project is not anticipated to 
have any direct or indirect impacts 
to the potential CHL, no further 
mitigation is recommended at this 
time. 

CHL-2 Farmstead 8318 Wellington 
Road 19 

Identified during 
field review 

As currently planned, the proposed works for 
the Project will be contained within the Project 
study area and will not encroach on the 
property at 8318 Wellington Road 19, which 
has been identified in this Cultural Heritage 
Report as a property of potential CHVI. A new 
housing development is proposed in the SE 
Site, and potable water supply and wastewater 
servicing is being contemplated in the NW 
Site. As such, no direct or indirect impacts to 
8318 Wellington Road 19 are anticipated as a 
result of the proposed undertaking. 

As the Project is not anticipated to 
have any direct or indirect impacts 
to the potential CHL, no further 
mitigation is recommended at this 
time. 

CHL-3 
Farmstead 
(Harbodale 
Farms) 

6528 Third Line 

Non-designated 
property listed 
on the Township 
of Centre 
Wellington 
Heritage 
Register 

As currently planned, the proposed works for 
the Project will be contained within the Project 
study area and will not encroach on the 
property at 6528 Third Line, which is a non-
designated property listed on the Township of 
Centre Wellington Heritage Register. A new 
housing development is proposed in the SE 
Site, and potable water supply and wastewater 
servicing is being contemplated in the NW 

As the Project is not anticipated to 
have any direct or indirect impacts 
to the CHL, no further mitigation is 
recommended at this time. 
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BHR OR 
CHL # 

RESOURCE 
TYPE LOCATION HERITAGE 

RECOGNITION DISCUSSION OF IMPACTS PROPOSED MITIGATION 
MEASURES 

prepared. A property-specific 
impact assessment must also be 
completed. The HIA must be 
undertaken by a qualified 
person(s) at the outset of the detail 
design phase of the Project and 
submitted to the MCM for review 
and comment. 
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